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A county official is bopeful
ontgomery County will
perience progress in 2006
rough current programs, a
#v marketing campaign and
weloping infrastructure,
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Frank Cicela is feeling the pinch of
increased energy cosls just like everyone

else,

‘When the Alcoa project
tmanager moved to Craw-
fordsville six years ago,
he estimated he was pay-
ing 60-70 cents a gallon for
propane to heat his home.

P Ldo ned BAIE {E e

event organized by Cicela that will be con-
ducted on all four Saturdays in January at
the Vanity Theatre, 122 8. Washington St.
Each day begins at | p.m. and includes a
mix of discourse, filin screenings and
speaker presentations, Admission is free,
though attendees are encouraged to reg-
ister. Donations will be accepted, as Cicela
ts funding the seminar himsell.

Cicela has a]ways been interested in
environmental issues and, in extension,
keeping it sustamable But it was a hook
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FIREFIGHTERS secure the scene of a fire Monday
morning at 703 E. Coltage St. Crawfordsville Fire Chief
Tedd Barton sald cause of the fire is of a suspicious
nature.

OFFICIALS
INVESTIGATE
HOUSE FIRE

Dows Husr
doug@jrprass.com

An unoccupied Crawfordsviile house without utilities
sustained fire damage after 11 am. Mondav The cause
is being investigated as “suspicious,” . "
Fire Chief Todd Barton said.

Firefighters were called to 703 E. Cal-
lege St. after meighbors reported see-
ing smoke coming from the structure.
The house is located just east of John
Street.

“The fire staried in the bedroom —
located on the nertheast side of the -
house — and damaged all the furniture Barton
in the room,” Barton said. “There was a
large amount of smoke and heat damage inside the
houge.”

Barfon suspects the fire had been burning for a
lengthy amount of time before neighbors called it in.

“In an enclosed house like that the fire could have
been burning for some time before semeone noticed,”
Barton said.

® See FIRE/2ZA
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What's ahead?
How does it affect us?
How can you save money?

Find out at the Indiana
Energy Conference.

WAaDE COGGESHALL
wada@]rpress.com

Frank Cicela is feeling the pinch of
increased energy costs just like everyone
else.

‘When the Alcoa project
manager moved to Craw-
fordsville six years ago,
he estimated he was pay-
ing 60-70 cents a gallon for
propane to heat his home.
On his last bill, it was up
to $1.7¢ a gailon.

To Cicela, it seems like —
the right time to conduct Cleelz
an organized discussion on
energy use in the United States — what's
caming, how it affccts us, what we can do
ta save money. Such topics will be tackled
at the Indiana Energy Conference, an

event organized by Cicela that will be con-
dueted on all four Saturdays in January at
the Vanity Theatre, 122 S. Washington St,
Each day begins at 1 p.m. and includes a
mix of discourse, film sereenings and
speaker presentations, Admigsgion is free,
though attendees are encouraged to reg-
ister. Donations will be accepted, as Cicela
is furrding the seminar himself.

Cicela has always been interested in
environmental issues and, in extension,
keeping it suslainable. But it was a book
on human activity's effects on the planet,
“The Last Heurs of Ancient Sunlight® by
Thom Hariman, that spurred him to do
more than just inform himself.

“Fhat kind of turned me on to the whole
ootion of what's geing on energy-wise,”
Cicela said, “In terms ol putting on the

* See ENERGY /4P

‘Imagine pushing your car for 20 miles. You can use rope
and pulleys, but no motors, no electricity. That’s the
hard work that we pay $3 a gallon for.’
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HOUSE FIRE

Dove Hunt

doug@jrpress.com

An unoccupied Crawfordsville house without utilities
sustained Fire damage after 11 a.m. Monday. The cause

is being invesligated as “suspicious,”

Fire Chief Todd Barton said.

Firefighters were called to 703 E. Col-
lege St. after neighbors reported see-
ing smoke coming from the structure.
The house is lacated just east of John

Street,

“The fire started in the bhedrooin —
located on the northeast side of the

house — and damaged all the furniture Barton:
in the reom," Barton said. “There was a
large amount of smoke and heat damage inside the

house.”

Barton suspecls the fire had been burning for a
tengthy ameunt of time before neighbors called it in.

“In an enclosed heuse like that the fire could have
been burning for somne time before someone noticed,”

Barton said.

* See FIRE/IA

ANTIQUES
A dream put
on hold finally

becomes reality

BritTiey Dok
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Mark and Cindy Roche bought
their Crawfordsville home with
the hope of converting the old
sheep barn into an anlique shop.

They put their dream on hold
in mid 1998 after a hit-and-run
driver struck their former dog,
Reba.

Cindy found Reha lying in a
steep ditch at the edge of their
property. Water streamed over
the dog's motionless body.

The couple took their beloved
German shepherd to Purdue
University's veterinary scheel,
where she underwent four costly
surgeries to fix her hips and hind
legs.

In order to fund the hills,
Cindy had a giant yard sale with

Young artists Richard FHeinberg the antiques she had been saving
page 8B * See DREAM/3A
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ENERGY: Conference will address costs

FAOM PAGE 1A

conference, 1 work for Alcoa
and energy costs for vefining
algminum are huge. We do
what we can to reduce energy
usage. It's just a huge focal
point within our organization.
Seeing what's happened in
recent meonths — everylhing
from the hurricane to China
hecoming a big petroleum
user — has really impacted
our hottom line.”

Alcoa paid for Cicela to
attend the second U.5S. Con-
ference on Pealk Oil and Com-
munity Solutiens in Septem-
ber at Yellow Springs, Ohio.
The sponsorship was contin-
gent on Cicela relating what
he learned at the sympesium
to his colleagues and com-
munity.

“It’s incredibly important
to address these types of
things to maintain a vibrant
cotnmunity,” be said. “I know
(fuel costs are) personally
affecting the choices we
make as a family, and I'm
sure it's having an impact on
ather folks. So it's a matier of
getting logether and sharing
stories, pooling information.
Everyone’s facing the same
problem, so how can we gol
in front of one another and
share that stuff, say this
heiped my family, maybe it
will help yours.”

Cicela cautions against
anyone labeling this discus-
sion as slanted toward any
specific political ideology.

“[ don’t want folks to comne
awny looking at this thing on
a spectrum of left to right,
liberal or conservative,” he
said. “What [ want from peo-
pte is they've got this issue
of energy, and everybody is
sitting around this issue in a
cirele, and everyhody has a
different perspective on it.
‘From where T sit, I've got
thig view of this topic of ener-
gy, bul if you're on the other
side of the table, [ can’t see
what it is you see. I might he
tolally blown away al what it
is you see. 1 definitely want
‘this {0 be a conversation, and
I want it done respectfully. T

Energy costs soar in 2005

As crude oll soared to alnost $70 a barral in lata August, consumers
started taking on higher prices in gaselina and ather energy.
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want people to listen, hear
what others have to say and
go back and forth. If we end
up debating that’s fine, but
1'd rather have something
that’s raising awareness, gen-
erating conversation.”

Live speakers at the Indi-
ana Energy Conference will
talk about bindiesel, includ-
ing a couple graduate stu-
dents who've been brewing it
from leftover restaurant
grease for more than a year.
Other topics include motor
efficiency and biomass gasi-
fication as an alternative to
peiroleum-based fuels.

Given recent events, like
gas peaking at more than $3
a gallon to 50,000 people in
the northeast lesing electric-
ity to a grid failure, Cicela
thinks the energy utopia
we've enjoyed for almost 30
years is rapidly diminishing.

“There’s starting to be an
awareness thaf hasn’'t been
in our consciousness since
mayhe the *70s, with the ini-
tial oil shock,” he said. “For
quite a long time, we’ve real-
ly been spoiled by incredibly
cheap energy. (With) the
availability of natural gas
and petfoleutn, we're coming
up on a threshold where

AP

demand caused by the devel-
oping world is starting te
strip away at what might've
once been available for U.S.
consumption. They're com-
peting for it just as we are,”

That being energy con-
sclous is not even in Cicela’s
job description shows how
passionate he is on the topic.
Without trying to sound too
dire, Cicela considers fuel
supplies and its repercussions
on society as one of the
biggest concerns facing us.
Now's a better time than lat-
er 1o hegin addressing it.

“Availability of energy is
going to peak at some point,”
Cicela said. “Whether it’s 10
years, whether it's 50 years,
I'm not going to try to fore-
cast that. But it’s going to
happen sooner or later. If
you've got something that you
know is golng to happen in 50
years, it gives you time to do
semething abeut it. If you sit
for 49 years, and at the 50th
year you've got a problem,
it's going to be too late.”

For more information on
the Indiana Energy Conier-
ence or to register, visit
wiw.Indlandenergyconter-
ence.org.
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Recycle Your Christmas Trees
December 26 - January 22, 2006

THINGS YOU WILL NEED TO DO

PLEASE

; Remove afl lights, decorations, and free stands. Remove all
plastlc bags, ol other coverings and please take with you.
recycling your used tree, you are providing shelter for wildlife

and fish habitats.
THANK YOU &
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RECREATION AREA
Office Parking Lot

1317 W. Lieber Road
itate Road 243, near park
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MCED: 2006 planning

FROM PAGE 1A

MCED has been planning
a sewer district to cover the
corridor, a part of infra-
strueture Henderson said wilt
attract more coMpanies onee
it is complete. The districl
will follow Nucor Road to
Ind. 32, but details are not
definite because it still is
being developed, he said.

“We're still looking at
options of how to get it done,”
he said. Planning, which will
be paid by the caunty. should
be complete by the end af the
first quarter in 2006, MCED
hopes to privatize the dist rict
as industries come in, he
said.

“Fhere are a couple more
{companies) we are ooking
at and we are also trying fo
attract other industries,”
Henderson said. “One of the
things we don’t have is com-
plete infrasiructure.”

While increasing infra-
structere, MCED also will
launch a new marketing
campaign in 2006 to atigact
more industries to Mont-
gomery County.

“Bright Future,” a two-year
marketing campaign, is
intended to “altract skilled
reliable workforee to (Mont-
gomery County) industries
and community,” Henderson
said. MCEB hopes Lo appeal
to previously laid-off workers
and others within a 50-mile
radiug to increase county
warkforee population to 2,000
in five years, instead of the
predicted 1,000

“The campaign itself will
depend on hdw our funding
is.”

Contributions have been
made from local industrics,
businesses and utilities,
including Nucor Steel, RE
Bonnelley, Pace Dairy and
Crawfordsville Electric Light
& Pewer, among others. The
funding needed io launch the
campaign is in good stand-
ing, Hendersnn said.

Ty coincide with new infra-
structure, marketing and
manufacturing, MCED also
will continue pushing employ-
ers and employees o “work
smart” by providing training
Ihrough new and current pro-
grams,

School te Career Commit-
tee is a program the county
will cenduct in cooperation
with Crawlordsville High
School. The curriculum
includes topics taught
through WorKeys, a Depart-
ment of Workforce program,
that are needed to educate
those who will be joining the
workforce after high school,
Henderson said.

“a want 1o really increase
workplace ethies in the coun-

ty so we have done something
that is kind of unique,” Hen-
dersan said. “We've been able
te implement an aceredited
course, Careers and Mana-
Facturing.”

As workplace ethics are
stressed, leachey-industry
field trips, which began in
November, will be used to
improve communications
between future workers and
current industries. Heritage,
Narcote and RR Donnelley
have participated in the
teacher-industry field trips,
Henderson said.

“[¢ was really worthwhile
[or the temchers and the
industries,” he said.

School to Career Commit-
tee is open to mostly CHS
juniors and seniors as it will
be associated with the ICE
program. R Donnelley Viee
President Gary Calleo and
Crawfordsville Community
Schaool Corporation Superin-
tendent Kathy Steel ars
responsible for developing
and coordinating the pro-
gram, Henderson said.

As part of the WorKeys
program, certifications can
be oblained to provide a
more qualilied range of
employees.

“1t gives employers a lot
better idea of who they are
hiring,” he said.

“The certification program
is formed with CHARACTER
COUNTS! to allow workers
Lo qualify for positiens from
production to management,”
Henderson said.

Another training program,
SkitlsNet allows companies
to train employees, and in
Montgomery County employ-
ees train together. The 6&-
year-old program incfudes
training for those in school
{o those in the workplace.

“The fact that they are
training logether is kind of
unique,” Henderson said.

As current industries con-
linte to increase expansion
and production, MCED will
continue te support those
industries while atlracting
new ones. MCED hopes to
inerease workforce popula-
tion by 2,000 in the next five
years through Bright Future.

“Naot only do we have sev-
eral new jobs coming to our
communily, they are good
jobs with well established
companies,” Henderson said
in an MCED Year End Devel-
opment Repori. “Mont-
gomery County is in & very
gond economie position to
begin 2008."
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We Have Bottled Water

- p .
J WATER CONDITIONING, INC.

216 Lafayette Ave. 362-6340
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