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Vanity Theater features Indiana Energy Conference

By Ann Harvey

The Indiana Energy Confer-
ence is designed for people to
explore our culture’s relation-
ship with energy. The purpose of
gathering together is to discuss
our experiences, share ideas,
explore action, and build com-
munity, The event is free.

The conference begins at 1
p.m. on Saturday January 7 and
meetings are scheduled for the
following three Saturdays. Ac-
tivities will include: several film
screenings, DVD presentations
by various speakers, discussion,
network-
ing activi-
ties and
more,

T he
conference
is inspired
by the Sec-
ond U.5.
Conference
on Peak Oil and Community So-
Tutions and issues of sustainable
living, food production, popula-
tion growth, modern culture,
human relationships to the land
and community building atnong
many other things will be ad-
dressed.

Everyone is invited to joinus

for several weekends of learning,
connecting, sharing and doing,

Dates are Saturdays Jan. 7, 14,
21428, begim'lirig at1p.m.atthe
Vanity Theater, 122 South Wash-
ington St., in Crawfordsville.

Frank Cicela, a resident of ru-
ral Montgomery County shared
that the seeds for the Indiana En-
ergy Con-
ference he
organized
were
planted
around
fwo years
agn.

“1 had
finished
teading o book titled The Last
Hours of Ancient Sunlight by
Thom Hartman. Tt provided a
profoundly moving, circumspect
and holistic view of current ef-
fects of human activity on the
planet. Thom's writing is pas-
sionate, compelling and crystal
clear. The first half of the bock
provided an overview of topics
including: biclogy and diversity,
ecology, human population pres-
sures, energy, resource deple-
tion, and climate change. The
second half of the book is inspir-
ing, hope-filled with ideas for

Richard Heinbeg

understanding and healing the
broken relationships between
peopte and planet,” said Cicela.

Subsequent to reading
LHOAS Cicelaread aspeechby a
senior leader at Alcoa, CS1, where
he is employed, who stated:
“China, the world’s most popu-
lous country, joined the club of
net oil im- .
porters in
the lIast
decade,
driven by
forces of
modern-
ization and
develop-
ment that are expected to scale
up over the near term. This of
course is a scenaric we in the
United States are familiar with,
Qur own appetite for ol and gas
is unabated, even as domestic
prodisction continues to decline.
Worldwide, growing demand
is expected to drive growth in
oil and gas production to peak
sometime in the next decade
at more than 30 billion barrels
a year.”

Reading the above speech
moved him to solicit spansor-
ship from his managers to attend

The Second U5, Conference on

John Ikerd

Peak Qil and Communily Solu-
tiens held in Yellow Springs,
Ohio during September of 2005,
Elis employer conditioned his
participation at the conference
on the fact that he would tum
the experience around and share
what he learned with calleagues
and his community.

Cicela confided that he often
finds himself vacillating betwuen
cynicism and idealism. Coor-
dinating the conference ended
up being a constructive outlet
for this tension. Working with
the Sugar Creek Players Board
of Directors Cicela was able to
secure the Vanity Theater as a
YENUE.

Megan Quinn, the out-reach
director at The Community
Selution, generously denated
performance rights of 2005 Con-
ference Speaker prosentations,
Other film producers including
Barry Silverthom (End of Sub-
urbia) and Jeft Barrie {Kilowatt
Hours) waived or greatly dis-
counted screening royalties of
their films.

Richard Heinberg is a lead-
ing educatur and international
speaker on the coming global
“ail peak” and author of the
seminat work, The Party’s Over:

i), War, and the Fate of Indus-
trial Societies as well as Power-
down: Options and Actions for
a Post-Carbon World. He is also
a profes-
sor at New
College in
Santa Rosa,
Califor-
nia, where
he teaches
£OUr5es on
"Energy
and Soci-
ety” and “Culture, Ecology, and
Sustainable Community.” He
and his wife have implemented
low-energy techniques in their
own home, which has been
renovated for energy efficiency
andt where they grow much of
their own food.

Michael Shuman an attorney
and economist, is vice president
for Enterprise Development for
the Training & Development
Corporation (TDC) of Bucks-
port, Maine. He has written,
co-written, or edited six books.
FHe has written over a hundred
arficles on community econom-
ics, federalism, foreign policy,
and philanthropy for periodicals
like The Washington Post, The
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Weekly Standard, Poreign Pulicy,
Parade, New York Times, The
Nation, and Chronicle on Phi-
fanthropy. Shuman spectalizes in
community economics, business
financing models, local invest-
ment strategies and North-South
development cooperation. He
speaks and consults around the
country on ways to strengthen
local and regional economies.

rews is an energy
consultant, freelance writer on
peak ail, builder and co-founder
of the Association for the Study
of Peak Oil; U.5. He has taught
solar and etiergy-efficiency classes
at universities and colleges, and
worked on the PBS TV series
“Running on Empty” and fre-
quently works with the state of
Colorado on energy issues related
to building, transportation, and
land-use planning. He lives in a
super-efficient, off-grid home that
he built in Westcliffe, Colorado.
Ile is working on the design of
a system to evaluate alternative
energy systems.

Andrews will give a realis-
tic, unbiased assessment of tl}e
potential of various alternative
energy sources. He also will ex-

2 o et L L
plain how to measure the viability
of popular alternatives and share
ways of evaluating alternate en-
ergy sources, including net energy
anatysis, dollar costs, environmen-
tal impact, and others,

Iphn Tkerd was raised cn a
small dairy farm in southwest
Missouri. He holds a BS, MS and
PhD in agriculiural economics
and taught at four major Land
Crant Universities for 30 years.
Since retiring he spends most of
his time writing and speaking out
on issues related to sustainable
agriculthure with an emphasis on
the economics of sustainability. He
is the author of The Case for Com-
mon Sensa: Tha New Economic,
Ecological, and Social Revelution
and Sustainable Capitalism: A
Matter of Common Sense.

Tkerd will critique the fossil
fuel-based industeial paradigm
that he sees as inhegontly exploit-
ative and unsustainable, He will
then describe the need for a sus-
tainable ecanumic system based
on biological principles and dis-
cuss agriculture as & key element.
Finally he will explain how social
and ethical values can be reinte-
grated inte capitadist economics.

Campléte event details and de-
scriptions can be found by visiting
www.indianaenergyconference.
org on the web,
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ohn Easten, Cory Scanlan
and Tim Richmond will speak
on Bio-diesel: Basics, Benefits,
and Brewing.

This presentation will pra-
vide a brief background of
what bio-diesel is, the benefits
of its use for the environment
and consumers, as well as a
hands-on workshop taking
you through the steps of home
brewing your own fuel.

We will have a home made
bio-diesel brewing kit on-site
for your inspection.

This will be an informal,
open participation discussion,
Qur intention is ko cover most
of the frequently asked ques-
tions and discuss real-world
results on the making and use
of bio-diegel in the Midwest.

ohn Easton received his BS
in Industrial Engineering from
Purdue Unjversity in 1992,
After leaving Putdue, John has
been studying organic farm-
ing principles, perma-ctltute,
homesteading, sustainable
living, and various other prin-
ciples of environmentatism in
everyday living. Iis infercst
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in alternative fuel options lead
him to explore bie-diesel. John
and his family currenlly reside
in rural Montgomery County,
outside of Crawfordsville, IN.
He s currently corunuting 450
miles per week to get to Fair-
field Manufacturing, where he
is the manager of new product
development.

The recent purchase of a
2001 VW Jetta TDT was the
first step in his plan of making
bio-diesel in the garage. Even
without Katrina level gas
prices, using bio-diesel will
give John annual commuting
cost savings of $1800.

.~ Cory Scanlan and Tim
Richmond have been brewing
biodiesel from waste restau-
rant grease in Tim'’s garage for
over a year. Both are graduate
students at the University of
1Hinois at Urbana-Champaign,
attempting to one day achieve
their PhDs in Analytical Chem-
istry. Air pollution concerns,
increased oil prices, as well
as mechanical curiusity drove
the two friends to investigate
biodiesel processing for their
own transpottation.

Cory drives a 2000 VW Golf
TDI and Tim drivesa 2002 VW
Jetta TDI, both of which run
fantastically on 100% biodicsel
for most of the year.

QOver the year they both
have learned many things
about processing their own
fuel as well as some of {he
hurdles one can run into once a
person takes responsibility for
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the health and impact of their
personal automobile.

Jim Kirkhoff will talk about
Motor Effictency for Industry
and the Home. This seminar
will discuss a variety of topics
about electric motor efficiency
and government legislation
for efficiency standards. We
will look at different mator
designs, where these motors
are typically used, their cost
(initial purchase and long term
operating cost) and overall ef-
ficiency.

This information will be
presented to better educate on
the long term cost of a motor so
that consumers can both make
decisions, about what motors
will provide the preatest cost
and cnivironmental benefits.

Jim reccived his B.S. in
Industrial Engineering from
Purdue University in 1992,
Since then, Jim has been woik-
ing in engineering and sales
positions for capital equipment
manufacturers to the electric
maors, appliances and power
generation industries. Jim is
currently praduct manager
for Joyal (a Division of Alli-
ance Winding Equipment). Eric
Lynch,

For more infarmation con-
tact Frank Cicela, 1205 E. El-
more St, Crawfordsville, IN
47933 or call 765-362-7077.

Thete is limited seating at
the Vanity Theater so registra-
tion is important.

Visit the web at www.in-
dianaenergyconference.org
for further descriptions and
complete details.
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